It is often difficult to remove the impression of some cases.
Ask the patient to cough, and this will raise the soft palate and the air will be admitted between the composition and the palate. The impression may then be readily removed. The nauseous effects of the composition may generally be overcome by bringing the patient's head well forward after the impression has been got into position.
To remove an impression in a lower case, insert the index fingers one on each side and press the cheeks outward from within. Another method is to boil the plate in water until soft; this will do away with the unpleasant smells with which we are all familiar.
When zinc and lead have become mixed, make a cone shaped mold in the sand and pour in the melted metal. When the zinc has set, lift out of the sand, and the lead, still melted, will remain at the bottom; or leave the whole mass to set, and cut off the lead afterward.
The following method is useful for gold filling in an incisor, in which the corner of the tooth is broken off, and it is impossible to get an opposing point. Prepare the tooth for filling in the ordinary way, either for wedging, or with retaining pits, then on the lingual wall cut out a small key or dove-tail, taking care that it is in the strongest part, not too near the cutting edge of the tooth, or too near the base of the cavity, which in either case would leave a weak part in the tooth. The part where the oppos-c ing point ought to be need not be taken into consideration in preparing the cavity. Then proceed to fill the base of the cavity in the usual way, and build the gold up to and into the key, finish and polish. The filling will be quite as firm and perfect as if it were filled by means of an opposing pit. The tooth ought to be strong enough to bear the cutting out of the key, otherwise it will soon come to grief, but in suitable cases the tooth and filling ought to last a long time.?British Journal.
